
A n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  D r u g  D i s c o v e r y
SUMMER SCHOOL

7pm - 11pm: Conference Dinner @Neckawa ("Casino"), Wöhrdstraße 25 

7pm: Get Together @Umbrian - Provencal Market, Tübingen altstadt (optional)

WEDNESDAY 17.09 
8:30am - 11:45pm: Lectures 

Prof. Dr. David Heppner (University of Buffalo, USA): The Drug discovery process: a general introduction. 
Prof. Dr. Ricardo A. M. Serafim (IQS Barcelona, ES): Target validation and chemical probes. 

10am - 12am: Round Table “Drug Discovery at the University of Tübingen” 
1pm - 4.30pm: Lectures (35 min + 10 min discussion)

Dr. Matthias Hoffmann (Boehringer Ingelheim): Discovery of highly selective SYK inhibitors BI 894416 and BI 1342561 to treat severe asthma.
Dr. Wilhelm Amberg (AbbVie): GlyT1 inhibitors - an alternative treatment option for schizophrenia?
Dr. Werngard Czechtizky (AstraZeneca): Opportunity & challenges of inhaled route of administration in respiratory diseases.
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Klebe (University of Marburg): Methods of experimental structure determination to support the design of new drugs.

12:15pm - 1:15pm: Lunch Break 

9am - 12:15pm: Lectures (35 min + 10 min discussion)
Dr. Michael Hahn (Bayer): The journey to the novel oral NO - and heme independent sGC activator Runcaciguat.
Dr. Franz von Nussbaum (Nuvisan): Freeze the bioactive conformation! Discovery of the highly potent and selective elastase inhibitor BAY 85-
8501 for the treatment of pulmonary diseases.
Dr. Dean Brown (Jnana Therapeutics): Discovery and characterization of JNT-517, an inhibitor of SLC6A19 for the treatment of phenylketonuria.
Dr. Maria Mendez Perez (Sanofi): Modern computational design meets late-stage functionalization: a new class of RIPK1 inhibitors.

1:15pm - 5pm: Lectures (35 min + 10 min discussion)
Dr. Gerhard Müller (SpiroChem): Macrocycles and peptidomimetics: where peptide chemistry meets medicinal chemistry.
Dr. Stefanie Flohr (Novartis): Fabhalta® (iptacopan, LNP023) - from bench to registration.
Dr. Andrea Unzue Lopez (Merck): Unlocking degrader potential: dos and don’ts.
Prof. Dr. Matthias Wymann (University of Basel): Fast covalent PI3Kα inhibitors - breaking therapeutic barriers.

11:45am -12:45pm: Lunch Break 
12:45pm - 5:45pm: Lectures 

Prof. Dr. David Heppner (University of Buffalo, USA): Structural biology in drug discovery.
Dr. Alexander Neumann (BioSolveIT, Sankt Augustin, DE): 

An introduction to molecular modeling - classical and AI-based approaches.
Hands-on workshop - modeling with SeeSAR.

5:15pm: Guided City Tour and Get Together @ Irish Pub Saint & Scholars, Wilhelmstraße 44 (for menTOR participants)  

11:45am -12:45pm: Lunch Break 
12:45pm - 5:45pm: Lectures 

Dr. Justyna Zmorzynska (Polish Academy of Science, PL): Zebrafish as a high-throughput screening animal model in drug discovery.
Flash Talks Session 
Dr. Jeroen Elassaiss-Schaap (PD-Value, NLD): DMPK - general introduction and modelling. (Online)
Prof. Dr. Ricardo A. M. Serafim and Prof. Dr. David Heppner: New drugs modalities. 

6:30pm: Stocherkahn Boat Trip on the Neckar River and Dinner to be announced

8:30am - 11:45am Workshops and Open Discussions  
Dr. Roberto Buccione (San Raffaele Hospital, IT): Research Integrity: general overview, scientific publishing and open science.
Dr. Celine Heinl (Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung, DE): 3R rule, good scientific practice and quality. 

11:45am - 12:30pm: Lunch Break 
12:30pm - 4pm: Workshops and Open Discussion

Dr. Maxence Gaillard (University of Oslo, NO): Ethics of non-animal methods.
Dr. Dominick Dolles (Deutsche Patent- und Markenamt, DE): The German patent and trademark office: working as a patent examiner.
Dr. Laura Schraml (Deutsche Patent- und Markenamt, DE): Patent system beyond Germany: EPC, UPCA, PCT. 

 GDCh MedChemCampus

THURSDAY 18.09 

FRIDAY 19.09

MONDAY 15.09 

TUESDAY 16.09 

menTOR - Summer School

8:30am - 11:45am: Lectures
Prof. Dr. Stefan Laufer (University of Tübingen, DE): Academic drug discovery success stories. 
Prof. Dr. Stefan Laufer (University of Tübingen, DE): Preclinical and clinical development of a drug candidate.
Dr. Kurt Ritter (Sanofi / University of Tübingen, DE): Strategies to avoid/reduce toxicity liabilities in drug discovery.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x4799e52d96d7d1f1:0xd7a20db51a1b2b6d?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111

